Using reference resources

At advanced level, your aim will be not only to understand idioms, but also o use them
accurately and appropriately. This book will help you achieve these aims. There are also
other resources which you should use roo.

Dictionaries

To help you study idioms, vou need a good learner’s dictionary, ideally one which focuses on
idioms. The Cambridge Idioms Dictionary gives you examples of how idioms are used, and
also gives informarion on their use, e.g. whether they are used humorously, or informally,

or in a more hiterary coneext. It also highlights the most imporrant idioms to learn, You

can access this dictionary online ar hitp://dictionarv.cambridge.org. The best learner’
dictionaries are corpus-based, i.e. they focus on idioms that people acrually vse and give
authennic examples of their use. English Idioms in Use Advanced and the Cambridge Idiams
Dictionary are based on the Cambridge International Corpus, which is a collection of over
one billion words of real spoken and written English. Here is an example of how idioms are
presented in the Cambridge Idioms Dictionary:

like it or lump it inGrmo’

E if you el somecne to ke it or lumg i, you mesan

: they must sccept a situation they do not like,
becanse they cannot change it Fe foof remoing,
ther &l wee re poing o pay bl aed fie can fike

E i furips b1« Like & o fumpy 6, somaniic fiefion

ix recd regulardy by thowsand

The Internet

You can use the Internet to find out more about the meanings and origins of idioms, and to
see more examples of their use.

= Go o htepafwww. phrases.org.uk/ to discover the meanings and origins of many idioms.
This site also provides examples of how the idioms are used, and you can even discuss the
origins of other phrases not listed there.

* You can access the British National Corpus at httpufwwwonatcorp.oxaculd Tvpe in an
idiom and you will be given up to fifty authentic examples of its use.

« Ulse a search engine, e.g. httpafwww.poople.co.uks, to find further examples of idioms in
use. Type in an idiom in double inverted commas {e.z. “like it or lump it?) 1o get a list of
sites including that idiom.

Yocabulary notebooks

Always make good, detailed notes about idioms in your vocabulary notebaok. Include an
example of the idiom in context, as well as its meaning. Add any notes about its usage, e.pg.
:'ﬂfnrmm' or literary. Doing a quick drawing of an idiom may help you to learn it.
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The speaker inforfunsialy looked ke 2 deer coudht In the headiighds during moct ul’ﬂ}amm
= Iooked very fHighlened, unabile fo move or think.
sometines rabbit witead of deer
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Exercises

Answer these questions. Use the information in A to help yvou,

1 What two things does a good idioms dictionary do, as well as explain the meaning of
idioms?

2 How much language and what kind of language is in the Cambridge International
Corpas?

3 Whar does the dictionary say about the usage of like it or lemp it?

Use the Cawibridge ldizms Dictionary (book or online) to maich each idiom on the left with
the label used in the dictionary on the right. Can you explain the meaning of the idioms?

1 get oft your backside informal

2 know no bounds formal

3 the shit hits the fan very informal
4 know sth inside out old-fashioned
5 curl your lip taboo

& kith and kin humaorous

7 know your place literary

Complete each sentence with an idiom from 3.2, You may need to change the form of the
verb.

1 Henry will help you deal with these forms. He ... the system

2 Thereisa grﬂwlng interest in genealogy, as people increasingly want to discover all they
can abouc their ..., .

3 Joey can be so lazy. [ wish he’d ..

4 Don't worry. I'll behave pmpﬁd}' v.hru [m-:-:t ].ruur |:|n55 I

5 If Greg finds out what you've dnne, e U o S LA
& Don't you dare ., ... at me, young lady!

7 The old woman's kmdness to us al]

Search for “like it or lump it” in cach of the three sites in B on the opposite page.
What information does each site give you?

Underline the eight idioms in this newspaper article. What do you think each idiom means?
Use a dictionary to 1'|.|:||:r }'uu

" SPORTS MINISTER HOPPING MAD . -

John Hemilton kas meade A name for  governmeni  momey m‘pwn!ad I‘m- =

himeell by running o tight ship
the Ministry of Sport. So it was no
surprise to his staff that he report-
edly “went spare” wheén he kami
what had been going on behind his
hack. Two of his kading advisors had
been feathering thekr own nests with

young people’s spons ofganisations.
*Such behiaviour is quite beyond the
pide,’ said Hpmibton, “and the two
people concerned luve already been
given the sack’,
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e Choosa three idioms from 3.5, Use any of the websites in B ta help you decide on a usage note,

comment or drawing that would help you learn these idioms.
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